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302 Geographical Literature and Maps 

the subjects discussed are sand dunes, their evolution and their relation to 
life; animal tracks in the sand and how to decipher them and read their story; 
vegetation, land and sea birds, seals. The general topics described in con- 
nection with salt marshes are similar to those considered under sand dunes. 
The book concludes with a chapter on bird genealogy dealing with the evolu- 
tion of the physical attributes, habits and general life of the bird. The many 
fine photographs have a definite relation to the text, which they serve to make 
yet more clear. The volume would be well worth having for the illustrations 
alone. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY 

The Improvement of Rivers. A Treatise on the Methods Employed for 
Improving Streams for Open Navigation, and for Navigation by Means 
of Locks and Dams. By B. F. Thomas and D. A. Watt. 2nd edition, 
rewritten and enlarged. Part 1: xiv and 333 pp. Part 2: viii and pp. 
334-749. Maps, ills., index in each. J. Wiley & Sons, New York, 1913. 
$7.50. 2 vols. 12x10. 

Government reports and the publications of waterway associations have 
dealt extensively with the problem of river improvement but most of the con- 
clusions of these publications assume an issue against a counter doctrine, and 
the reader fears lest the evidence has not been openly stated. Scarcely a 
book available to the English reading public had treated the subject of the 
improvement of rivers until the first edition of the books by Thomas and Watt 
appeared; and in the new edition the authors have followed their policy of 
stating the facts without formulating opinions concerning current theories of 
waterway regulation. 

The book opens with an excellent summary of the characteristics of rivers 
and this is followed by a general chapter on the principles of regulation which 
are exemplified in the large streams of Europe and America. In succeeding 
chapters the various types of work are considered. These formulate a basis 
of fact for the student of the problem and prepare him for a large view of 
the question which is attracting much attention to-day. Dredging and snag- 
ging, dikes, protection of banks, levees, storage reservoirs, river outlets, locks 
and dams are all treated in a masterly way. In every ease the question is dis- 
cussed broadly and the evidence from the experimentation on many streams 
under their varying physical conditions gives a proper approach to the subject 
of regulation. The first volume has for its special topic the improvement by 
regulation and the second volume discusses improvement by canalization. The 
text is illumined by a vast array of drawings, pictures and plates which seem 
to be indispensable to the volumes, but it is unfortunate that so excellent a 
work on a topic of great importance to us should have the handicap of a high 
price and much bulk. Robert M. Brown. 

Geographic des Welthandels nnd Weltverkehrs. Von Dr. Ernst 
Friedrich. viii and 429 pp. Maps, index. Gustav Fischer, Jena, 1911. 
Mk. 11. 10y 2 x 6%. 

This is a handbook rather than a text-book. Friedrich has been known for 
the past fifteen years as one of the leading German authorities on economic 
and commercial geography. He has had an important part in systematizing 
the subject for study in the schools. This work is the rich result of the many 
years he has spent in the coordination, study and teaching of the topic. His 
arrangement of the material is that now largely employed in German text- 
books. In Part I he collates the general principles of trade and communica- 
tions, the natural and human influences that affect them and the plant, animal 
and mineral materials with which they deal. He devotes Part II to a dis- 
cussion of the special trade and commerce of each of the continents. A nota- 
ble feature of the work is the great mass of data on every phase of the topic, 
and this, by the way, is characteristic of all of Friedrich 's writings. The 
work ranks with the best handbooks in its class and will be helpful to all 
teachers of this branch of geography. 



